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INDEPENDENT PUBLIC SCHOOLS — FIRST INTAKE 

Statement by Minister for Education 
DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [12.07 pm]: It is my great pleasure to table 
the names of the 34 schools that will become independent public schools in 2010. This announcement marks a 
new era in Western Australian education—an era in which principals and senior staff have the power to tailor 
their school for the best educational outcomes of their students. 

These 34 schools were among more than 100 that expressed an interest in becoming an independent public 
school, reflecting the huge diversity and breadth of public schooling in Western Australia. The expressions of 
interest were considered by an independent panel, which made the final recommendations to the Director 
General of the Department of Education and Training. The first intake of 34 schools demonstrated that, through 
their consultations, they had strong support of both the staff and the school community, and identified the 
education benefits for their students. They include 20 primary schools, six secondary schools, three senior 
campuses, one senior college, two district high schools and two education support schools. There are 26 schools 
from the metropolitan area and eight from the country. There are also three clusters of schools. There is a cluster 
of three primary schools in the mid-west—Coorow, Perenjori and Three Springs; a primary and early childhood 
cluster in the Armadale area at Challis; and a cluster of a secondary and three primary schools south of 
Wanneroo—Ashdale Secondary College, and Ashdale, Madeley and Landsdale Primary Schools. Significantly, 
there are schools in the first intake from all the Department of Education and Training’s socioeconomic 
categories. 

Establishing independent public schools was a key election commitment of the state government and will hand 
greater control to schools, while still providing the support and benefits of the public school system. The 34 
schools remain very much part of the public school system, with the Department of Education and Training as 
the employing authority for all staff and all public sector standards in place. The schools will continue to provide 
the WA endorsed curriculum and will also comply with the new national curriculum when it is implemented. 
Schools that were not selected will have the opportunity to work with the department to strengthen their bid for 
consideration in the next intake of independent public schools next year. 

I will read the list of individual schools. They are Ballajura Community College; Beaumaris Primary School; 
Belmont City College, where I was this morning for the announcement; Bletchley Park Primary School; 
Campbell Primary School; Canning College; Carson Street School; Comet Bay Primary School; Corrigin 
District High School; Duncraig Senior High School; Durham Road School; Esperance Primary School; Highgate 
Primary School; John Curtin College of the Arts; Kingston Primary School; Lake Grace District High School; 
Manea Senior College; Mindarie Senior College; Nedlands Primary School; Neerigen Brook Primary School; 
Roseworth Primary School; Rossmoyne Senior High School; Sevenoaks Senior College; South Halls Head 
Primary School; and Warriapendi Primary School. I table that list. 

[See paper 1354.]  
 


